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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: FAO, OCON, XM 

SUBJECT: U.S. PARTICIPATION IN LATIN AMERICAN REGIONAL CONFER- 
ENCES 

REF: ROME 10048 

1 . THE FAO COUNCIL RECOMMENDED TO THE DIRECTOR GENERAL THAT THE 
NEXT FAO REGIONAL MEETINGS (1978) SHOULD DECIDE ON THEIR RES- 
PECTIVE MEMBERSHIP AND NOTED THE LATIN AMERICAN REQUEST THAT 
INVITATION FROM THE FAO DIRECTOR GENERAL ONLY BE SENT TO COUN- 
TRIES SERVICED BY THE REGIONAL OFFICE. FOR EXACT COUNCIL LAN- 
GUAGE SEE ROME 10048 PARA 2C. 

2. THE WORDING IS AMBIGUOUS AS TO WHOM DIRECTOR GENERAL SHOULD 
SEND INVITATION, BUT THE LATIN AMERICAN GROUP HERE IN ROME HAVE 
MADE IT CLEAR IN THEIR OPINION THAT THE DIRECTOR GENERAL SHOLD 
NOT SEND INVITATIONS TO U.S., FRANCE AND NETHERLANDS TO PAR- 
TICIPATE IN LATIN AMERICAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE. THE LATIN AM- 
ERICAN GROUP HERE IN ROME IS VERY WORKED UP ON THE ISSUE. 
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3. IN FACT THE FAO REGIONAL CONFERNCES ARE MAINLY DISCUSSION 
WITH VERY FEW DECISIONS. VOTES ARE ALMOST UNHEARD OF, SO THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN PARTICIPATION AS AN OBSERVER OR AS A REGULAR 
MEMBER IS NOT IMPORTANT FOR PROTECTING U.S. POLCIY IN THE FAO. 
THEREFORE FROM A PURELY FAO POINT OF VIEW, THE EASIEST COURSE 
OF ACTION IS TO GIVE A SIGNAL TO THE FAO DIRECTOR GENERAL THAT 
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WE WILL NOT OBJECT IF HE SENDS US AN INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE 
AS AN OBSERVER. SUCH A DECISION WOULD HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED 
WITH FRANCE AND HOLLAND. 

4. WHAAT WE ARE NOT SO SURE ABOUT IS THE DEPTH OF THIS ISSUE 
IN LATIN AMERICA. IT IS POSSIBLE THIS IS PURELY A LOCAL 

EFFORT ON BEHALF OF THE LATIN AMERICAN PERMANENT REPRESENTA- 
TIVES TO THE FAO. SECOND, WE ARE NOT SURE OF OTHER RAMIFICATIONS 
OF THIS ISSUE ON OTHER U.S. POLICIES TOWARDS LATIN AMERICA. 

5. RECOMMENDATION: THAT THE DEPARTMENT WELL IN ADVANCE OF 
THE FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCES LOOK INTO OUR REAL INTERESTS IN 
CONTINUUING TO PARTICIPATE AS FULL MEMBERS. SECOND, THE DEPART- 
MENT MIGHT SOUND OUT A FEW, SELECT LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES TO 
MEASURE THE DEPTH OF POSITION OF THE LATIN AMERICANS ON THIS 
ISSUE.GARDNER 
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